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Urgent assistance to Vestiaire Social de Genève
The campaign “Lâche-moi les baskets”
is a resounding success

HIGHLIGHTS
Switzerland
• 1,432 pairs of trainers for
Vestiaire Social
• Four students from the HEDS
take action

Wanting to help support families
in need here in Geneva, the Don
du Choeur association (DDC)
chose to make an active contribution to the work of Vestiaire Social
de Genève, which provides clothing to more than 5,600 people a
year.
After meeting with manager,
Tiphaine Guihard, Don du Choeur
launched its Lâche-moi les baskets
campaign to collect as many trainers in good condition as possible,
as quickly as possible. Some twenty
private schools participated and, in
six weeks, 1,432 pairs of shoes had
been received, sorted, counted and
delivered to Vestiaire Social.

The result was much more than
had been hoped for – so a huge
thank you to the schools, pupils
and parents who played the game
by donating so many great pairs of
trainers. Solidarity can accomplish
a lot.
The current Covid crisis has
heightened the needs of those,
including whole families, living
with little means in the Canton of
Geneva. These trainers will help
the children dress like their peers,
at a time of life when fitting in is so
important.

Cambodia
• Ta Pen celebrates its
first senior high school
graduates
• Making a mark at the Royal
University of Phnom Penh

Madagascar
• School supplies finally arrive
at Andohasatra

Mexico
• Santa Cecilia pupils return
after a year of lock-down
• Extension work going well
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Dozens of bags of trainers collected from 20 schools by Catherine Firmenich and the DDC
committee, glad to offer their solidarity in this time of crisis.
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Some time ago, four friends
from the HEDS wanted to
do a nursing placement in
Madagascar. To raise money
for medical supplies to take
with them for their Malagasy
colleagues, they obtained the
promise of a donation from
the Commune of Collex-Bossy; sold cakes; and organized
crowd-funding, raising some
3,200 CHF. Then Covid hit
and their placement had to
be done in Geneva.
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Tiphaine Guihard, manager of Vestiaire Social

" We have never received
such a contribution! "
That was the reaction of Tiphaine
Guihard, the head of Vestiaire
Social, when she and her team of
volunteers discovered the many
sacks full of trainers.
“Please thank everyone involved on
our behalf – it’s fabulous! Vestiaire
Social needs trainers for everyone,
from the youngest children to the
oldest. It’s the smallest and largest
sizes that we lack the most. These
trainers are in excellent condition
so we have very little work to do on
them. We’ve been able to put them
on the shelves immediately. As the
DDC team delivered them on a Wednesday, they were immediately
snapped up by around thirty children who come to the Vestiaire Social
each week.
Demand for our service is continually increasing. Someone came in this
morning who would never have
imagined that one day they would
be getting their clothes here – we
have all sorts of clients, from restaurant owners to domestic employees
… it’s very hard for everyone!”
-> Listen to the full interview at :
www.don-du-choeur.ch/ news

After hearing about our
Andohasatra school in the
south of Madagascar, they
decided to use the money
they had collected to provide school supplies for the
pupils and language classes
for illiterate women in the
village.
Follow them on Instagram:
#MadaSuisse

+41 79 652 90 93
info@don-du-choeur.ch
www.don-du-choeur.ch

THE CAMBODIA PROJECT

Ta Pen’s first senior high school graduates: Who would have imagined it?
Congratulations to the first senior high school
graduates from Ta Pen! The 13 pupils are
our first to obtain senior high school leaving
certificates. And this despite the complications
arising from schools being closed because of
Covid and having to change to on-line learning.
The final exams were delayed several times but
eventually all the diplomas were distributed.
However, our pupils had an additional moment
of glory as they had all obtained distinction

during their continuous assessment!
Buoyed with their success, they all travelled to
the capital to take part in the Royal University
of Phnom Pehn’s competition for scholarships.
One of them, Laor, came first in the literature
section of the competition. Ten of them are
now studying on-line to become teachers or
engineers, without having ever set foot on
university premises.

A red-letter day for our pupils celebrating, in a small group because of Covid, their senior high school leaving certificates with
the main founders of the school!

MADAGASCAR
Learning to read

In Madagascar’s more distant regions, there
is a penury of schoolbooks. When learning
to read, pupils copy into their notebooks
everything that is written on the blackboard.
Accordingly, notebooks and pencils are
particularly important for these schools.
At Andohasatra-Betioky, the school built by
Don du Choeur in 2016, progress in reading is
striking, but the lack of school supplies puts a
brake on learning for some 340 pupils. At the
end of March, they received a year’s worth of
such supplies, thanks to the contribution of
the Commune of Collex-Bossy and our friends
from the MadaSuisse Team!

The children were delighted to receive their notebooks from
Andry, our local ToroHay partner

THE MEXICO PROJECT

Two music rooms constructed during the pandemic!
At our last Don du Choeur concert, we
all planned to meet up at the end of 2020
to inaugurate the new extension of the
Santa Cecilia music school. We didn’t take
into account the pandemic – which was
particularly severe in Mexico.
All the schools in the country remained
closed for a whole year but the continuation
of construction work was approved after six
months of lock-down, though with fewer
workers and strict conditions of hygiene. So
the extension work for Santa Cecilia was able
to start up again but only after severe delays
and with a huge increase in the price of raw
materials.

rehearsal rooms are still to come and there
will, no doubt, be fewer of them than foreseen
because of budgetary problems.
Bravo and many heart-felt thanks to all those
on the spot, who have given so much to
help the work move forward in very difficult
conditions.

Today, finally, the children are able to return
to school in small groups. And they were
thunderstruck to discover two magnificent new
rehearsal rooms and two new storerooms – for
string and wind instruments – all ready for use.
The extension of the covered area reserved for
the orchestra is also finished. The individual

The rehearsal rooms offered by the children of Geneva to the pupils of Santa Cecilia

India remains in our hearts
Your donation will help us help these communities.
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The dread of a mother is not being
able to feed her children. A new
wave of the coronvirus epidemic
has plunged millions of Indians
into this stressful situation. Along
with our partner organization,
Friends of India and other friends

of DDC, we decided to support our
school in Anbumalar by providing
assistance for food and hygiene
needs to families with handicapped
children.

PARTNERS
Association Genevoise des Ecoles Privées, La Banda de Musica, Brolliet
SA, 1875 Finance, Fondation Albatros, Fondation Coromandel, Fondation
Covalence, Fondation Rumsey-Cartier, with the support of the Commune of
Collex-Bossy and the Ville de Genève.

